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12th  October 2009

BIRCHOVER NEWS
Obituary:

It was with great sadness that we learned of the death of Peter Hespe of Eagle Tor.  Peter was a modern languages lecturer at Durham University before retiring to Birchover some years ago where he was a great supporter of Birchover Church and was particularly involved in the Church concerts.  Peter insisted that the marriage of his son Ben to Isobel Chaplais of Uppertown Farm should go ahead in the event of his death and Ben and Isobel were married on Saturday.  Our deepest sympathy goes to Jean, Peter’s widow and family and our best wishes to Ben and Isobel for their future happiness together.

Improving Derbyshire Roads:

Derbyshire County Council is launching a new campaign urging people to report problems on Derbyshire roads.  It is part of their commitment to improve Derbyshire’s roads - to quote Chris Jackson (Cabinet member for highways and transport) ....“So whether it’s a pothole, faulty street light or blocked gully, report it and we’ll sort it”.  To report a problem, visit www.derbyshire.gov.uk/reportit and fill in a form on-line, e-mail the details to call.centre@derbyshire.gov.uk or Call Derbyshire on 08456 058 058.

Speeding through the Village:

The Parish Council has received several complaints of speeding through the village not only by  visitors but also residents.   If you are one of the guilty ones PLEASE slow down before an accident happens.   As the summer season draws to a close obviously there will be fewer campers and visitors around  but because of the number of very small children living in the village we must all be aware of their limited road sense.  

Village Shop/Pubs/Local Businesses:

Throughout the country village shops and pubs are closing daily.  The recession is partly to blame for this but another factor is that more people are tending to stay at home with a glass of wine rather than risk the drive home after a visit to the pub  and supermarkets and internet  shopping are largely to blame for the demise of the all-important village shop.   We in Birchover are lucky to have a friendly and well-stocked village shop which relies on visitor trade during the summer and local trade throughout the year but particularly during the autumn and winter months.   Village pubs and local businesses are all important as a sign of a thriving local community and deserve our support.   PLEASE don’t let Birchover shop be the next victim.  It is accepted that we need to visit the supermarkets for certain things but to ensure its continued existence the Parish Council ask that we support our  village shop and unless we do so there is the possibility it will close and be lost for ever.  

Remembrance Sunday : 8th November

The Remembrance Day service will begin with the laying of a wreath at the War Memorial at 2.30 pm followed by a service in Church at 3.00 pm.  Ashover Band will be in attendance and refreshments will be served in Church after the service.  All are welcome.

Youth Club:  Chris Holt writes -

A new term is now in full swing.  Training with St. John Ambulance, a rowing competition and a bowling trip have already taken place but we have a programme of events between now and Christmas ranging from an Animation workshop with the Babbling Vagabonds and planning some tree planting in the village with the guidance of the Peak Park’s expert and a  trip to Megazone in Derby.  A full diary can be seen in the shop and on the village notice board.  We still rely on adults volunteering to help on a club night, also offering a workshop or activity.  Please get in touch if you think you can help.                          

Chris Holt  650438  (chris.holt@w3z.co.uk)

Birchover Youth Club  :  Autumn Programme

Oct. 19th
-
Halloween Theme & Club night

Nov. 2nd
-
Bonfire Food Fun & Club night

Nov. 9th
-
Guy Fawkes theme & Club night

Nov. 16th
-
Punch Bag tryout & Club night

Nov. 23rd
-
Animation workshop - Babbling Vagabonds

Nov. 30th
-
Lantern making & Club night

Sat. Dec. 5th
-
Babbling Vagabonds latest presentation for children - KEEP THE 




    DATE FREE

Dec. 7th
-
Peak Park Warden/Tree Talk

Sat. Dec. 12th
-
Tree Planting on the Rec.

Dec. 14th
-
Quazar Megazone Trip/Derby

Reading Room:

The Reading Room has been redecorated and the floor sanded and resealed.  The total amount spent on refurbishing the Reading Room this year including the new central heating system is over £6,000 which has seriously depleted reserve funds.   A dedicated team of volunteers regularly clean the Reading Room but users are asked to always sweep the main hall after their event and ensure that the kitchen and toilets are left in a clean and tidy condition.  The Reading Room can be hired for the following charges -


People living in the village

-
£5 per hour


People living outside the village 
-
£6 per hour


Commercial users


-
£10 per hour

Please contact Rita Hutchinson on 01629 650491 to book the hall.  Remember to bring your own bin bags to dispose of your rubbish since the District Council have ceased to collect from the Reading Room.  Regular events in the Reading Room are -

Youth Club: Monday Evening.  6.30 - 8.30 pm. Contact Chris Holt ( 650438) for further details 

Keep Fit:  Tuesday & Thursday Evenings.   7.30 - 8.30 pm  Contact Dagmar Farley (at the shop) for further details

Mother & Toddler Group: Friday morning.  10.30 am - 12 noon.  Contact Helen Milton ( 650325) for further details.

A Visitor’s Eye View:

Now we are in the Peak again, no sunshine only rain

Birchover as ever sits upon the hill, her rocky stones firm and still

Dark winter heather all around where ancient burials can be found

We’ve walked these tracks in days gone by above us a glowing yet cloudy sky

But upon this bitter rainy day there’s just one thing I want to say

Can we please have just one sunny day.











Ida J. Fermor
Skip:

The skip for the disposal of items of rubbish will visit the following locations on 





Saturday 17th October. 

The Tank:  09.45 - 10.00    War Memorial: -10.00 - 10.15    The Miers & Eagle Tor: 10.20 - 10.45

The date of the next skip is not until the 30th January

This newsletter has been sponsored by Craig Elliott of Druid Farm
If you wish to receive Birchover News electronically contact maryprince@msn.com

